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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER CITES EXTERNAL THREAT IN PUNJAB; 
FELICITATES BHUTTO 

1 . PRIME MINISTER GANDHI TOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS IN THE PUNJAB 
AND HIMACHAL PRADESH ON MARCH 10 THAT A STRONG AND STABLE 
GOVT AT THE CENTER WAS ESSENTIAL TO DEAL WITH EXTERNAL AND 
INTERNAL DANGERS AND PRESSURES. ACCORDING TO THE OFEICIAL NEWS 
AGENCY SAMACHAR, THE PRIME MINISTER REFERRED TO THE ELECTION 
RESULTS IN A NEIGHBORING COUNTRY AND POINTED OUT THAT THE PEOPLE 
THERE HAD VOTED EOR A STRONG GOVT. SAMACHAR CITES MRS. 

GANDHI AS SAYING THAT IT WAS IN A WAY WELCOME BECAUSE IT WOULD 
PROVIDE STABILITY THERE (PAKISTAN), BUT IN VIEW OE THE "THREATS 
OF A 1,000 YEAR WAR", ONE DID NOT KNOW WHAT THIS WOULD MEAN EOR 
INDIA. THE "TIMES OE INDIA" CORRESPONDENT REPORTS SHE TOLD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 03581 111848Z 

PUNJABIS: "YOU KNOW THE CONDITIONS ON OUR BORDER", REMINDING THE 
PEOPLE OE THE NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOR. "AN ELECTION TOOK PLACE THERE 
IN WHICH THE MAXIMUM ATTACK WAS ON US. THAT'S WHY IT IS ALL THE 
MORE IMPERATIVE TO ENSURE THAT THERE IS MAXIMUM STABILITY AND 
STRENGTH HERE AT HOME..." "THE EXPRESS" VERSION REPORTS SHE 
SAID THAT ONLY SOMETIME AGO THERE HAD BEEN THREATS OF A 
THOUSAND YEAR WAR AGAINST INDIA. 
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2. THE SAME PAPERS ALSO REPORTED THE PRIME MINISTER'S CONGRATU- 
LATORY MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO ON FT ECTOR AT, VICTORY. 

MOST PAPERS PRINTED OR PARAPHRASED THE FULL TEXT WHICH READ: 
"PLEASE ACCEPT MY HEARTY FELICITATIONS ON THE SUCCESS OF PAKISTAN 
PEOPLES PARTY IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. WE WISH 

THE PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS UNDER YOUR CON- 
TINUED LEADERSHIP. WE HOPE THAT THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES WILL BE FURTHER NORMALISED ON THE BASIS OF GOODNEIGHBOR- 
LINESS AND MUTUAL COOPERATION". 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE PRIME MINISTER HAS SPORADICALLY RAISED 
THE FOREIGN DANGER ISSUE IN THE COURSE OF HER CAMPAIGN, 

THIS IS THE MOST EXPLICIT REFERENCE SHE HAS MADE. WE HAVE 
LONG RELIEVED THAT INDO-PAK RELATIONS MIGHT AT SOME POINT FIGURE 
IN THE PUNJAB BORDER AREA. WE THINK THE PM'S STATEMENT WAS MOST 
LIKELY A ONE-TIME REFERENCE, AIMED AT HER AUDIENCE, AND PRESENTED 
IN AN AREA WHERE IT WOULD HAVE MAXIMUM ELECTORAL IMPACT. 
SCHNEIDER 
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